Miscellaneous Items

1906 article rewritten

ANXIOUSLY WAITING FOR
THE NEW SCHOOL ADDITION

[Laurel School, Fort Collins, Colo]

"Superintendent Miller and local teachers
will be glad when the new school building,
now in the process of construction at the
corner of Peterson and Laurel streets, is
completed.

The general public has no idea under what
difficulties the superintendent and his corps
of assistants are laboring. Nearly every
room has at least fifty pupils seated
therein... twenty more than any room
should have for good work. Some of the
larger rooms contain from seventy to eighty
pupils. One teacher is obligated to have
charge of these different aggregations and
is it at all surprising that each pupil does
not get the attention he should?

Some Fort Collins teachers work hard from
eight o’clock in the morning until 5 o’clock
in the afternoon. This is rather strenuous
and ought not to be. If the new building

was completed, the greater number of
school rooms would have more scholars
than any pedagogue can handle
satisfactorily. With a reasonable allowance
for growth in city population, conditions will
be about as congested next year at this
time, even with the use of another building.
The times certainly warrant the erection of
another building the coming summer, but
will it be built?

It is authentically stated that several
teachers in the local schools have grown
tired of piloting the American youth: that
they have plighted troth with lovers and
before next September will have become
wives.”

From: Fort Collins Evening Courier
Friday, January 19, 1906

[copied as written Feb 2006 KLG]




2006 celebration program

Community
Superstars!
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Thank you to the following businesses, com-
munity organizations, and individuals who
have helped make this day successful:

Color Pro Printing

Sutherlands Lumber

Inca Restaurant

Benedict Upholstery

Ed Carroll Dealership

New Belgium Brewery

Longs Drugs

Fort Collins Rotary Breakfast Club
Koffee Kettle

Perkins Restaurant

Great Harvest Bread Company on Lemay
Sunflower Market

Gibbs NY Bagels

FCHS Office Staff

FCHS Cheerleaders

FCHS Marching Band and Jazz Band
Hersh Trucking

Poudre Valley Region Antique Auto Club
of America

Northern Colorado Model T Club
Fort Collins Monument and Stone
Bath Nursery

Paul Wood Florist

Jana Hillstrom

Craft Trophy

Laurie Rogers

Andrea Beck—logo

Bonnie Benham—motto

The Greenwalts

Jerry Kreisher

Tommi Sue Cox

Mike Roberts

All Our Performers!

Poudre School District

The Centennial Celebration Committee

‘We have tried to include weryone who has contributed to makmg
this day special. If we have forgotten you, it was certainly not
intentional. We ask that you let us know so tl hat we might in-
clude you in future commiinications, Thank yi

“It will be a

handsome structure,
a credit to the
district and an
ornament to the
southern part of the

city.”

Fort Collins Courier
November 8, 1905

Laure] student body visiting original school
site, January 2006.

Laurel
Elementary

School

Community
Centennial
Celebration

September 30, 2006

Laurel Elernen‘rary

Rootedin the past..Reaching for the future

1906-2006



Laurel’s Comn
Centennial Ce
Sched

ile of Events

Laurel's Community

Centennial Celebra

Schedule of Events (cont

Pioneer Journey

Laurel

Site #1: Original Laurel building (now Centennial
High School, 330 E. Laurel St.), main entrance.

10:30 to noon... Guests begin arriving, visit the hospital-
ity table to put on prepared name tags and enjoy the fol-
lowing...

Laurel Elementary violinists playing!

FCHS Jazz band playing!

Coffee, bagels, muffins, etc. available for munching!
Tours of old Laurel (now Centennial HS) for all who
are interested!

Vintage cars on display!

PSD video “Living History” focusing on Laurel Ele-

mentary history!

“Tell YOUR Story” on video!

Balloons for the youngsters!

Flowers for former staff and alummni!

Socialize!

Noon: Formal Ceremony...

Introduction

Pledge of Allegiance led by Cub Scout Pack 84
National Anthem by Steve Lovaas (1970's alumnus)
Welcome by Laurel principal Tommi Sue Cox and
Centennial H.8. principal Mike Roberts

Mayoral Proclamation read by Cathy Hutchinson
(1940’s alumna) and wife of our mayor (also an alum-
nus)

Alumni and teacher recognition by decades
Presentation of time capsule and special artwork
Dick Kerns (1950's alumnus) singing original song,
“Pioneer Journey,” with a Laurel twist!

Ceremonial bird release: Laurel's PAST (1950s
alumna Karen Skold Tow), PRESENT (3 grade stu-
dent Cole Greenwalt), and FUTURE (preschooler
Becky Hutchinson)

12:45...

Parade to the NEW Laurel, led by the FCHS March-
ing Band with alumni/former staff riding in vintage
cars. The rest of us will walk with brown paper sacks
carrying our belongings in order to recreate that
moment in January of 1875 when the children
walked to their new school building.

Site #2: Present Laurel Elementary at 1000 E. Locust Ct.

1:15... We arrive! It’s time to party! Please visit the hospital-
ity table and sign in!
s BOOTHS: Food, games, and more! The booths are a class-
room/PTO fundraiser. Look for the booth where tickets can
be purchased for food and activities.
Look for Cam the Ram
Vintage cars on display.
Tours of NEW Laurel by students: Meet by gym door.
“Tell YOUR Story” Look for the table.
Time capsule buried... listen for announcement.
ENTERTAINMENT on the stagelrisers (times are approxi-
mate):

®  1:20 Time capsule buried (front entrance)’
1:30 Laurel Choir (with NEW Laurel song)
1:50 Stomp (RMHS)
2:10 ALUMNI AND STAFF CHOIR directed by
Karen Courtney/piano by Karen Streeter
2:35 Sid and Ogie: “Who's on First?"
2:45 Mexican dancing by Marissa Flores
3:00 The Kay and Amy variety show

3:30 Brian Kincher and Kristen Allen: Sports
Acrobaties!
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4:00 ish... End of celebration. Clean up (all are welcome!)

On September 4th we turn 100
We are the Laurel Lynx
For character and courage
Are shown at Laurel
We are the Laurel Lynx

Eacerpt from school song created by Mrs, Teets 2006 5th grade.

Pioneer Journey, Remember those we love,

Their Spirit and Their Courage, Blessed from up above,
Fort Collins, Colorado and Laurel School that Day,
Remember All They Left Us, To Guide us on our Way.

With a Hundred Years of Sharing in the Halls of Laurel
School

Learning by the Books, and By the Golden Rule,

The Hope of Each New School Day, The Sunlight
Brightly Shone,

Reflecting Still a Spirit Strong, We all can call our own.

The Friendships and the dreams of life,
The memories of our past,

The Same today as yesterday,

They'll make our Laurel Last,

The Hope of each new School Day,

The Sunlight Brightly Shone,
Reflecting Still a Spirit Strong,

We all can call our own.

Pioneer Journey, Remember those we lave,

Their Spirit and Their Courage, Blessed from up above,
Fort Collins, Colorado and Laurel School that Day,
Remember All They Left Us, To Guide us on our Way.

Special thanks to Dick Kerns for his inspirational song,
re-written for Laurel Elementary School in honor of its
ce i1 Celebrath ;

Billboard Project




Artwork by:
Jamie Suto
1st Grade

Sponsored by Laurel parents and alumni with special thanks to ColorPro Printers, The
Jerry and Tina Dunn Families, The Cech-Unangst Family & Young Peoples Learning Center.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

TO BE A KID:

EDUCATING OUR
CITY’S YOUTH
SINCE 1906.




Defense of Laurel

LAUREL

at Laurel .S)ch_oql.

They siudy acology, pollution

 Laurel School chlldre_n try recyclmg litter

Recyc!ing bins. at' Laurel
School developed from  litter
* gardens started ' 'by - children -
" studying ecology and pollution..
“The children ¢ollected yubbish
from tha schiool grom;_d; p!gnt_f £ gk
‘ed it-in dlit and wateréd: the-
- plots daily. At the erid of one
* week, they dig up the rubblsh\_
"o’ sge which types were glready
-decomposing: | - 4
Leaves, apple cores -and . lat-"
tuce. were  alteady wall ofh the
wiy; steel had begur "to rust
" Aluminum was nearly like fiew.:.
" At the end.of two weeks; de-
.compasitlon was evident in ma-
als wluch are bxodagradable

“ The children declded to build
the . bins to co]]eqt aluminum
cans, which aren't, and newspa-
pers,- -whosa inks-and dyes cause

po!lutlon. ‘Miss - Nancy Gnrreb- :
son, soctal studles teacher at’

Laurel said the children would
' like werybod to bring: eans

" and papers to the school. “They

thi.nk each school should have

collech bips; ‘becatise' Gvery- " |
‘one livea" near school " sha

said L

When the bins. are hlled the

-cans and newspapers are taken

tn collection centerd, and fmally
d. in-

& Letters
¥ from readers

NOTE: The Laurel School is-
sue has been explored at some
length by - readers. Additional
letters recently recelved have
been repetitive, Because of this;
and the many comments al--
ready published, no more ietters
on this issue will be accepted
at this timie so that there will
be adequate space to publish
leiters on other subjects.

Loves Laurel

Editor
The Colorddoan:

In response fo the letter re-
lating to Laurel School, I agree
it's an old school, but it has
recently been checked for safe-
ty. None of the teachers I know
smoke in the classroom, and
they try hard to teach what
is supposed to be taught. I think
most of the children love Laurel
School and so do the teachers,

Many students have been at
Laurel from- fourth grade to
sixth and I dom’t think they
bave been bored or the work
easy,

I like Laurel because it i
an old school and it is a lot
prettier than most of the new
ones. I dom’t think it should
be condemned for all the work
that's been done to it,

Kitty Azari

210  East  Elizabeth
Street o3
Laurel fifth grader




i nutonly‘ ighly.tralned 4nd skill- -
" ed, but -they. bring". Jmuch ‘mere .
to their job. Qualities of ener-'

B ingeuui intetest ;and eu-,‘f_

'+ sent the-staff by saying if they |
had it to.da over they'd: have
_done “some, ‘things - differently,
They-too":are: leamiug thc i il

¥ iport e
of evolvmg an “gver miprbvin'; 5
: 'program We ‘are grateful the

1o dn thls kind’ of ]c»b

. ITo quite. Mr.: Drakei:ﬁ 'I!he';‘r :
“'ap¢ feaching ‘how to Jearn’ and
‘how to find eut’ ‘as ‘opposed
4o just ‘teaching facts’.”! We .
feei both- are taught and both
are vali€ It our ¢hildren léarn
these techniques-well, they will
never have trouble learnihg dr. -
" finding the facts they Deed ih
their special pursuits R
Our children moved ioto the
* Laurel system for the first time -
this fall. They . are thr ed WLth s
the -5chool .and ‘we "are; thrilled *

" with 'the ‘expetience they  are

., having.: We feel both are mare
involved “in_their: work, ‘more
productive and .are learning .

“ things that “will enhance th

; hves and experienng alwa:’s

S Mr.-and Mrs. Jobn, Yuie fa
L1109 W!luams Sfreet - .




al: proeesswn -and-; .10 1
fort: to- give the:rigl _of ;
- Alj0-on Mountain-Aven

a e
cut«through 'the’ processmn wlth i

no seffort - to -stop, =

‘i.aou’t be.heVe any - of these .
hat they couid have wait- "

‘ “few minutes for the funeral
procession to pass and have:'a
little respect for the dead. May-

- be ' fine of $50 or $100 would . “tnderstanding of facts:

make them’ stop”and think, M- -

not, ‘how .about more pohce pro-
on- funeral processwns

-'Ed:f.ur ER S
The Coloradoan.

‘2. Goloradodn - about
Laurel . Sehool ‘which. " started

g““’&f?u 've come a long way ”_ o

] LaureI:'sehool is an'cld, out-
dabed blllldl!lg “which - should

" haVe - been condemined ‘several |
years ago. It was combined with -

Harris against the ‘petitions’ of

; "er was dood]mgonapaper She

: 'b'a A
: borde » and nudged the’ person
o mext” to her to- see .which was
- vight. At least. one of the_teach—

58T 5.
claim fo’ ‘be" feachmg

W Also oh Howes Street sev- .
érdi cars-cut {hrough. the funer-.

Tacts,” Biit they don’t consider

= There was' an artlcle in the'{

"8 very: large number of tax~-:

" grees--they “have,- they_ can’t. -
tesdch), A a:'maetmg, one teach-"

“"They
“objectivity,” to be “giving both

ag opposed {0 just “teaching

¢lal Studies eurrietlii for Pou-

more relaxed and the art teach.
er says they're “more indepén-

a great-time making'-collages
in  English, badmouthing fac-

- tories. (for pollutwn).m Social
i Studles, playing in art ~and
-passing far. too' easy’
_‘mathematlcs

Unfortunately, -
exactly what- the students at

Laurel -are. not getting. .

‘R, Paul Drake. /-
808 East Garfield

sides?” ‘and Iettmg sthe »student',,;

~really “wind - up teachmg that--
. all choices are right, ‘that any
- decision’, a. child makes on an
isste is right, of in essénce,
““that: there -are no real values
“with which to. evaluate, sonie-
- thing, "Of course, if “the. ¢hild
- - 'conchides something the teach-
- er doesn't like, the teacher prob-
“ably .will try_to point -out the
. “errors” in the chﬂd’s reason- ;
P /mg ; :

i The'y are. beachnig “how 1o .
“learn”: and “how o ‘find out”

' drethasasxtspmnarygoal :
43 “mieth $

" hoéw to -becorhe competent in.
4 oa, feld, .the ;chénces that . he

“will are very sfim, especmlly o

.111 e]ementary schoo Ghiiic

~ "It has-been sa.ld that the stu- ..
dents  under this ‘system ' ate

<+ Gent workers.” Of course! Sixth-
““graders love'to play. They have

‘ ucatmn s
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A Fifth grader
"2 likes Lavrel
Editor S

The Coloradoan: _ .

‘I disagree with a letter to

the editor’ in- the February 9

paper. . v . &
“As a student of Laurel School
T've 'liad to" study very hard
Laurel School is -not like a
free school, you have to 'go at
your own rates- . 2
"1 think the man (R. Paul
Drake) was mistaken because
there are & few children that

don’t learn much but they are -

going at their own rate. Liaurel

has a lot moré aids than last

year since Laurel became IGE
- {Individual ‘Guided Education)
and it is very guided.
| The_ people who can't learn
miuch individually go with the
alds and get something accom-
. plished. Tt is better than. last
year because the children that
~ were slow had to keep up with
‘the elass and never-really learn-
ed anything. Last year Bome
children that were smart. had
to wait for slower kids, but
with IGE everyone works at
his own rate.

The teachers we have could

‘of gone to any school to teach,
but they go to Laurel. ;

My opinion on being hored
is that I'ra mot bored' and that
last year I was more bared
than ever.

1 disagree with easy math *

{ests. If it's too easy you should
tell the teacher.

Mait Stermitz
909 Garfield Street
Laurel 5th grader

More on Laurel
Editor .
The Coloradoan: -

Yes, Lautel Is a very old
school, but has been checked
a number of times to see that
It was safe for' the children
who attend. When we think how
fast Fort Collins has grown it
would be impossible for. the dis-
trict to keep .mew schools in
readiness, o
. We have had four children

‘go through Laurel and Reming-
ton when they were' combined,
_The' youngest . finished last
_spring. The buildings have been’
(and are) old, but the'tehchers
have heen good. In"any -business
.we havé good and bad leaders,
‘F'm $Sure there have been some,
possibly, tiot ‘the best, but who
“have improved with experience
— others who might have fourid
teaching  wasn’t for them: It's
not an -easy profession.
Smoking is bad in the class-
room and I know it’s béen done
cand T can't. accept it, but I
ido feel: this "teacher, at- least
‘the one’ I have in.mind, is an
excellent teacher and very de-
voted to his job and loves this’
-age children te help. @y
As for the curriculum, “wd
have other schools experiment-
ing with different ways of teach-"
ing. I can't go along with all
of this, but do believe our teach-.
ers are trying to do well by
our children and improve on.
teaching methods. N
A fow things have gotten cut,
of hand with changing times,
Maybe we parents need to re:.
quest our school board to' go
to the old system of telling the
students what to do, have a
dress code, and helping us to

make good clean and polite eftis -

zens of the future.

Mrs. Irving Cross
. 530 Peterson Street

758 Laurel stuienis
take bicycle hike

Fifly-eight Laurel School - pu-
nils recently had -a Saturday
bicycle hike from the school
{o the home of Principal Keith
Johnston near Warren Lake. A
police escort flanked the front
and rear of the procession.

“ Following a pienic lunch, the

' Accompanying the pupils on

the one-hour bicycle hike were
‘| Dan Hudson, physical education
teacher, Who otganized the trip;
Dean P. Nelson, father of a
.| student; and teachers Mrs. Ruth
.| Lizotte; Miss Nancy Garretson,
.\ James Hazen, Mrs. Sally -Mo-
dahl, Miss Ruth Wicks and Greg
Harms. Amin Wahib, assistant
principal, also went with the

.

Tobacco addiction -
Editor
The Coloradoan:

It was gratifying to see the
articles published last week con-
cefning our drug education®pro-
grams, 1 applaud the efforts of
many dedicated citizens in our
community who labor to warn

* young people of the dangers of

drug abuse and provide rehdbil-
itation for those ~who become
the victim of same. However,
as a high school teacher it is
discouraging to see how badly
we fail in basic drug education,
namely tobacco addiction. .

This obviously devasmiin-g

- practice has many fine young

people  “hooked” as “early &8
elementary and junior ‘high
school. In high school it i§:4
serious problem. Where do 'We
fail these young people? Ong
main reason appears to hé the
poor, reinforcement we, as 'ad-
ults, give to teaching this “non-
behavior,” i.e., teaching not-to
smoke, Consider these situa-
tions: ;

1) A student is taught that
smoking is dangerous to health
by.a school staff with teachers
who leave the classroom several
times a day to smoke . within
the school. caiy

2) Business and hanks - atld
more negative reinforcement to
the dangers of health by provid-
ing free matches, ashirays, and
even smoking lounges. This- in-
vites the practice, it does mot
deterit. =

3) Community organizations
discuss air pollution problems
in smoke filled meetings, often
with idealistic youth in attend-
ance,

If you were a teen-ager, tty-
ing to decide whether or not
to use this drug, would you ac-
cept what you hear or what you
see? Drug education should
start with the example of adults,

Owen C. Smith
Ecology feacher . ..
Poudre High School

.

fourth, fifth and sixth graders y| group. . - /6]
.iwere divided into groups for |

'-]Opetbforum diseussion of nature. |




T Gisag ith & Telter. to™ *
e editor in the’ February 9--

chm {
A few th.mgs hav gotten-
. _'_of hand with . changing irie
- Maybe: .We' parents rieed ‘to
* . quest —our’ schosl board .16 g
‘to the old system of telhng the:
: ‘students what {0 do, have &
: E lpmg us-to
make ‘good clean &nd pollte ¢iti
4 zens of the . future

Mrs Irvmg;Cross
530 Peferson Street .-

individually go ‘with .the.
ds and get -gortiething accom-
e ¢

1 ’teachers we have conld
; of gone “to’ any school 1o teach
‘but they go to Larel. .-
~My' opinion on being : bored .
--"I5"that T'ni ‘not bored: and- that' -
* ‘last " year. I was more ,bored

. .than ‘ever.

.1 disagree. 1 1th easy math
: tests If it’s too -edsy yuu—should :
_ ‘teIl the teaqher

ftoo erroneous and lsleadmg in
"“the ;mage it presénts, and-d J
-aging to staff hﬂdren nd

cated ‘of
i ‘unders%;lfip chiildren,’ ham*}ie
"t.hem ably, and:whose conduct is
s professmnallmorract, :
5 a parent, I-cannot “judge
the IGE program pmfessmng.]ly,'
but: judging from ‘the term'.re-
ports my.daughter ‘has -written
in the mxﬂl ‘grade, two.of whlch
"o were 011 “Drugs”, and. “Shakes-
. peare,’ :subjects admlttaediy
\challengmg 0 even an adult
to-write on with comprehension-
and :maturity, 1 feel- that .she
.. is being taught to her: Iughest
capabilities’. :. |
1 have: furthermore bepn very
: much mpressed ‘wxrinsﬁh devel ‘_
" opment-:0f
L%urel and am Hehghted that




Floor plan of old Laurel

Figure 9. The floor plan of the Laurel Street School
was yet another reiteration of the Quincy Schoaol.
Laurel’s identical twin, the Laporte Avenue School,
has been demolished. (Daggett, et al.)
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Governor award

STATE OF COLORADO

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS

136 State Capitol
Denver, Colorado 80203-1792
Phone (303) 866-2471

Bill Owens
Governor

January 13, 2004

Laurel Elementary School
1000 East Locust Street
Fort Collins, CO 80524

Dear Principal, Staff and Students:

It is with great pride that I recognize Laurel Elementary School as a winner of the
2004 Governor’s Distinguished Improvement Award. To commemorate this
honor, please find a banner enclosed for you to display.

The Governor’s Distinguished Improvement Award was created by the Colorado
General Assembly to recognize the most improved public schools in the state. It’s
not without much determination that a school can improve its overall academic
performance to receive the rating “Significantly Improved.”

Congratulations for all the hard work and dedication of your administration, staff,
students, and community. Keep up the good work!

Sincerely,

S Dwess.

Bill Owens



Land access to Laurel site

PAGE 20

BOARD MEMBERS: July 18, 1973

I concur in the recommendations of Mr. Graef and Mr. Mabry and re-
quest your approval to make the offers for land purchase and trade as
noted in Mr. Graef's memorandum. Board Members have a rough sketch of
the site and properties involved enclosed with their agendas.

Don L. Webber

Vlé?fﬂ/ VZT/‘J/ ) Bsod - /;a%_‘ﬁ {
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MEMO TO: Don L. Webber
FROM: Richard €. Graef

DATE: July 6, 1973
SUBJECT: ACQUISITION OF ACCESS TO LAUREL SITE

Our access to Laurel Site is by means of a road to be built as an
extension of East Locust Street east from Colorado Street .

Mr. George Weitzel owns & strip of property exactly across the road-
way, denying our access to the site. The property in question is five
by fifty feet.

Mr. Jungbluth has given us an opinion that the property is worth $250.
Mr. Weitzel requests $1,500.

In reviewing the matter of condemnation with our attorneys, it was
estimated that costs to condemn the property would run about $800
including appraisal and legal costs,

We therefore would recommend offering Mr. Weitzel $1,050 for the property,
and further, if the offer is refused, to proceed at once on condemnation.

Further, in order to guarantee the 50 foot right-of-way, we need a
strip of property on the south edge of the road. This is owned by
Mr. Ben Olds. Mr. 0Olds has requested that we exchange a comparable
piece of property on the southwest corner of the Laurel site for this
property. Recommendation is that we make this exchange in order to
allow Mr. 0lds the opportunity tc have two lots of reasonable size
along the south side of the access road. Mr. 0lds will pay his share
of the road along the extension of Locust Street.

Mr. Griffiths has agreed to dedicate one-half the road along his
property and to pay his share of the road cost.

RCG:mvs:
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Laurel School Song — 2006

Laurel Elementary School Song
By Mrs. Teets’' 2006 Fifth Grade

(Tune: Follow the Drinking Gourd)

Refrain:

We are the Laurel Lynx
We are the Laurel Lynx

We are teal and gray
And proud to say
We are the Laurel Lynx

On September 4" we turn 100
We are the Laurel Lynx

For character and courage

are shown at Laurel

We are the Laurel Lynx

We are the Laurel Lynx

We are the Laurel Lynx

We are kind, respectful, brave and cool
We are the best of any school

We are the Laurel Lynx



If you are cool |

Then you'll want to go to Laurel School
Follow the Laurel Lynx

At Laurel School you will find cultures of
every kind.

Follow the Laurel Lynx

We are the Laurel Lynx

We are the Laurel Lynx

For our school colors are teal and gray
And we will say it any day

Wwe are the Laurel Lynx

Our school colors

Are teal and gray

We are the Laurel Lynx

We have pride, And any day
we'll be very glad to say
That we are the Laurel LynX.

Follow the Laurel Lynx
Follow the Laurel Lynx
If you want to go to school
Where all the teachers rule
Follow the Laurel Lynx



Letter to Coloradoan from the Superintendent- 1972

COLORAO00 S TATE LININVERSITY

FOeRT SO S, O R snsal

DEPARTMEMNT OF ZOOLOGY 14 February 1972

Mr. Donald Webber
Superintendent of Schools
Poudre E-1 School District
Fort Collins, Colorado 80521

Dear Sir:

A letter to the Editor of the "Coloradoan' published on Wednesday:
evening has impelled me to write to you. The letter signed by a
Paul Drake has unfairly and untruthfully accused the faculty at
Laurel school of incompetence, disaffection, and a variety of other
uncomplementary characteristics. In reading the letter, I am lead
to the conclusion that this person knows nothing of Laurel school
or if he does he is incompetent to judge schools, teachers, or
curricula.

My youngest son, John, attended Laurel school for two years after
having spent one year in another school here in Fort Collins. He
has been uniformly enthusiastic about his Laurel teachers, his
school, the program that he had, and in general, the students he
associated with. I made it a point to attend the various functions
sponsored by the faculty and the school administration. 1 was
deeply and favorably impressed at all times by the dedication of
these teachers and the administrative officers of the school.

I feel that T am in a good position to compare Laurel school with
other like schools across the country because, as a father of six
children who have lived in quite a few different cities in different
parts of the United States, I have had firsthand experience with a
wide spectrum of elementary schools. In my opinion, it would be
extremely difficult if not possible to find a better school tham
Laurel anywhere in the United States. You may say that this is an
exaggeration. However, 1 feel that Laurel school is designed for

a specific purpose; it has a clearly demonstrated mission, as far
as I can find out, and it is carrying out that mission in exemplary
fashion.

1 hope that you will disregard what I consider a mischievous and
unwarranted attack on Laurel school and on the personnel associated
with that school. The fact that the school is old was one of the
real attractions it had for my son. He liked the smell of it he
said., I personally enjoyed the floors and the old look about it.



Mr. Donald Webber
Page 2
14 February 1972

I have the opportunity of talking with a number of my son's friends;
they too, have a certain warm feeling about the school.

I think that the present idea that one must throw away something
after it is used a few times makes little sense. I do not pretend
to know any details about future plans for additional elementary
gchools or for the disposition of Laurel school. 1 do know, how-
ever, that in my personal experience, Laurel school contributed
greatly to the educational advancement of my son. T know that he
has always felt a warm attachment for the place. In fact, he
regularly will say, '"Dad let's go by Laurel", just to see if the
place is still there, if it looks like it's being taken care of,
ete. I admit that this may be sentimental, but I suspect that we
could do with a little more of this kind of warm sentiment attached
to our institutions.

May I use this letter to express formally to you my thanks and my

" commendation to the faculty and the staff of Laurel school for what
they did in a highly professional and dedicated manner for my son.

And incidentally when they did it for my son, they did it for the
entire Wilber family. T hope that you will insure that the principal
and the faculty members of Laurel school are informed of this reaction
on the part of the Wilber's. With highest personal regards to You,

I am

Cordially yours,

. P H4ff§?§?
il / 4
fff"é_ y //f’ A z”?’\f’;)?j()/ =1

7 Charles G. Wilber, Ph.D.
Chairman and Professor
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Charles G. Wilber

900 Edwards

Fort Ceollins, Colorado 80521

ce = Maurice Helson, School Board



Modular Laurel Open House —

LAUREL ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL . 100D East Lacusf

Dear Neighbor:

As a resident of the Laurel Elementary School District, we want to
extend to you a special invitation to visit the new Laurel School,
1000 East Locust,

This new building, which just opened last month, is being nationally
recognized for its unique architectural innovation. It is also
important to know that the building has been designed as a Neighbor-
hood Center for all ages.

To show you the new building and how it may be used by you, we are
holding an Open House February 27 and March 1. To help us show the
many ways in which the school may be used, a number of Ft. Collins
organizations are preparing displays, films and programs as a part
of the Laurel Open House. Among these organizations are the Parks _
and Recreation Department, the Police Department, and the Volunteer
Clearing House, The local Centennial and Bi-Centennial commission
will provide a display of historical interest, and of course, with

a little special emphasis on the first Laurel School.

We hope to see you and your friends either Thursday, February 27,
7:30 PM to 9:30 PM (during which time the building will also be
dedicated), or Saturday, March 1, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.

Please come,

s

B. Keith Johnston, Principal
Harris-Laurel School

John Yule, President
Harris-Laurel Parent
Advisory Board



Newspaper Project

Laurel Elementary

Legends OnThe Move'

The only school in Northern
Colorado to offer a week long
experiential program at the Crow
Canyon Archeological Center.

. *Spoansored by Marc Teets and Bud Razey; q
4 and the Laurel Elementary PTO m..:w..u
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Laurel Elementary Legends
in the Making!
Thank you g« e
Maggie
Memorial
Fund

children... music is so important...”
— Kelly Suto (Parent)

Kindergarten Suzuki Violin Students

*Sponsored by the Laurel Elementary PTO
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¥ Educating Our City’s Youth Since 1906

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Pioneer Journey



PIONEER JOURNEY

Laurel School Lyrics
Pioneer Journey, Remember those we love,
Their Spirit and Their Courage, Blessed from up above,
Fort Collins, Colorado and Laurel School that Day,
Remember All They Left Us, To Guide us on our Way.

With a Hundred Years of Sharing in the Halls of Laurel School
Learning by the Books, and By the Golden Rule,

The Hope of Each New School Day, The Sunlight Brightly Shone,
Reflecting Still a Spirit Strong, We all can call our own.

The Friendships and the dreams of life,
The Memories of our past,

The Same today as yesterday,

They’ll make our Laurel] Last,

The Hope of each new School Day,
The Sunlight Brightly Shone,
Reflecting Still a Spirit Strong,

We all can call our own,

Pioneer Journey, Remember those we love,

Their Spirit and Their Courage, Blessed from up above,
Fort Collins, Colorado and Laurel School that Day,
Remember All They Left Us, To Guide us on our Way.

R. W. “Dick™ Kerns - 9/06

Student Awards
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Then and Now

Then and Now: Teachers

1906 Teachers in Fort
Collins Public Schools

1998 Teachers i_n Poudre
School District

* Salaries range from
$720-$1,200 a year

e Salaries range from
$23,500-$57,300

e Normal School (2-year),
teaching certificate or
exam required; teachers
‘elected’ by Board

¢ Colorado Teaching
License required
(minimum 4-year degree),
transcripts, references

e Preference given to those
with 2 years’ teaching
experience, and specialty

e PSD teachers have an
avg. 13 years’
experience, grade-level &
subject area endorsements




Time Capsule Contents

r

Laurel Centennial Celebration Time Capsule Contents

Compact Dise:
Laurel Pictures From 2005-2006
Third Grade PowerPoint Presentations

USE Flash Drive:
Laurel Pictures From 2005-2006

DVIx;

Living History Program: Laurel Turns 100

Filmed 9-8-06 33 Minutes

Super School News (Laurel Lynx Broadcast News) Feb. 2005
ECO-Link 2002

Magazines:

TV Guide Sept. 25 - October 1 2006

Mewsweek September 25th 2006

TIME September 25™ 2006

Rolling Stone October 5™ 2006

ESPN September 25" 2006

US News and World Report September 11™ 2006
Sports Mustrated September 4™ 2006

Maps:
Fort Collins/Lovelend/Greely Map 2006
Fort Collins/Colorade State University Map 2003

Fort Collins Coloradoan:

September 4™ 2006

September 6™ 2006 (Local Section)
September 7" 2006 (Your Schools Section)
January 6™ 2006

Ohjects:

Laurel 6 Grade Yearbooks (2005-2006,1996-1997,1992-1993, 1 999-2000,2002-2003)
Laurel 6" Grade Picture 2006-2007

2005-2006 Staff Picture

Past Quotes of Predictions of the future

Book: Harrv Potter and the Half Blood Prince

Character Education Bracelet and “Gotcha” Token

A flag of the United States and a Support Our Troops Ribbon Magnet
Caleculator

Computer Mouse

Portable CD Player




Cell Phone

Money: One-dollar bill, quarter, dime, nickel and penny

Match Boxcar

School Utensils: dry erase marker, mechanical pencil, chalk and paper clip
Letters from the Laurel Elementary 2006-2007 Students

Pictures of the 2006-2007 homeroom classes

Letter from School Counselor

Laurel Elementary 2006 Centennial Celebration T-shirt

Laure]l Bandana '

Laurel-Harris Longhom T-Shirt before we became the Laurel Lynx
Pictures From 1975-1992 Nature Area and Information Guide
Proclamation Announcing Laurel Elementary School Centennial Celebration Day
Program of Activities of the Community Centennial Celebration

Letter From the 2006 Principal

Laurel Longhorn Memories Book

2006 School Calendar

Laurel Song Book by Karen Courtney

Laurel Nature Club T-Shirt

Letters and Pictures of 2006-2007 year

Laurel Star Magnet

Lunch Menu

School Picture 2005-2006 with Character T-Shirts

Flags of the World Poster

Key to the School with set of Mini screwdriver set from the Mr. Roybal
Sealed Phone Message from Linda Moore (Office Manager) with postage stamp



